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1995.
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Institut Frangais d'archeologie Orientale du Caire, Le Caire , 1984, pp. 115-117,
119, 124,
(26) Todm.. P.117. 124-125.
VESAY 0% o BANY NIy - (sl Ol b 5 Gy B (YY)
B o e 1 (YA

AFOAFE AT Y N VA AR oo Bl il :

Wl rd) (M ) o) il By Y oo Ll
Skl 1 S U el S b ST b
Sk el G 0 1y e by oues g

RS L

Al 5 el Gomedt 350 3 Bl Ol = Lk Sl s ¢ ) el )

VAVY fiess oo TN 0T 0 828 G Kele V1 a gty S5 Ol ke ) oW A8l

Wi Aple Yl p daly D11 Ol Ble 3 Je W St B el - (AP Y o e

ANV A o e N AVY L oS Ral b all 2k

«LQ}i:_.?‘»va‘f\ju.;fu:paﬁjdeyl?lwl},\‘_,.

[ L e B L N S S NV P R RO SN [P CS V- J
Sl U1 8 B ) oy Sl B3 8T sy ¢ 3500 0y e Byl
el s s s g Bl b lig sl sle ) (L) e B 0 pbeel
- Mayer (LA, Une enigme du blazon musulman (Bulletin de Finstitur d'Egypte. Tome
XXI. Session 1938-1939, pp.141-143) L'nstitut d'Fgypte. Le Caire, 1939,
STV TGl R A ) S b e e B 01 a3 0 we aal -
YV o VAV E LR Dl yal B ekl el 1 a1 — (AN Y s o VAVE
B8R = Al sl nl] ) et i i3t (7Y
AV 2 ARAY L Sl Bl et
AT NN o Bl e B (S o Jias (1
VYV NNE o e a5 o e (v
¥ e G e M ) Sl (T8
s kil (rey
Tl s 2 2t e G e A i i) gl G -
Yoo . g 0L Lk 3 s

LIRS R A S PP o I (U T




G bty Al e 1 Oy a1 e e oYl et § S 1 ¢ U B U (7Y
St & St AeledY 53 0 (s Rl

PECHBIIEIREN S U S

By L L s

St g pealh el B = (YR 18V o e (N ROV ualudt et iy sl

YRV o e VRBA LA

@A IS s E A = e ) et 3 Y1 G200 3 Gl pl
S WA el YRNA

iy AW

ot 08 W Al st (W) gy -
YAY 2N VAN Yy

Ly Yoo MARE L5 A Al 1 3 a1 — Lo g1 oy e G WD o0 ey 0 -

Ll

CAVIVA 2 e

5 3l — Bl BLA Jp sl 37 By e -

At AT

e 2y e ) Sy G Y e g Y L i bl e o —

AR A2

G St ) By alt et B AU - (YYE YN o o gl
YYt¢ o
g8 = oULY bV e 3 pleartl pae T d oy el AL el —

YV Y. to.

R E IR SRl

VY LT b el Rl B U — ) LW U e e

YV o e
Vo ol mbl a1 (o) O gl =
FaRt it e )| 958

- Frantz-Murphy (Gladys) : The

rarian adminisiration of Lgypt from the Arabs 1o the
Ottomans, lnstitut Frangais dlarcheologic orientale, Le Caire. 1986, pp.111-112

oy 3 sy Lyl Ao el 1 28t gy W B D) e B a5 (7Y

s el padt G as s el 4

3 | o
YV oo et ar A e el e

Ya Y oo bt :_»‘.Lv Al s gl —

syt Olaldt L1 S B S e USRS i leg ik » Byl © i B e —
ol = st B A el 51l sl ey YO B 100 e us

VA o YAV BNl 05 A - (EAY EYA e o N (18478




= Ghistele (Joosvan) : Voyage in Egypte de Joos Van Ghistele 1482-1483, Traduction,
introduction et notes de Renee Bauwens-Preaux, Vol 7em. L'Institut Frangais
diarcheologie Orientale du Caire, Le Caire, 1976, p.35.
= Baumgarten, (Martin) : The Travels of Martin Baumgarten a Nobleman of Germany
Through Egypt, Arabia, Palastine and Syria, $.D., p.454,
= Belon, (Pierre) : Voyage en Egypte de Pierre Belon du Mans 1547, Presentation et
notes de Serge Sauneron, Vol. ler. L'nstitut Frangais d'archeologie Orientalie du
Caire, Le Caire, 1970, p.551.
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du Soudan d'tgype, 1512, (Le Voyage D'Outremer) annoté par : Ch. Shefer, Ernest
Leroux, Paris, 1884.
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 Lapidus (M): The Grain economy of Mamluk of Egypt. (Journal of the economic and
social history ol the orient, vol. XII, Part I, pp.1-15) Brill. Leiden, 1969, pp. 12-13
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- Rabic (H.) : Some financial aspects of the Waqf system in Medieval Egypt, (Egyptian
historical review, Vol.18, 1971, pp.1-24) Egyptian historical society, Cairo, 1972,
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Abdel Alin) @ Mosque of the Mamluk Sultan Muayyad Sheikh br
1980, pp. 147-181) Egyplian

—Ramadan (F
Archacological Studies, vol.I1
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ypie de Felix Fabri 1483, Traduit par Gisele Hurscaux.

- Fabri. (Feliv) : Voy
Présenté et annoté par Jacques Masson, Yol [4em, LInstitat Frangais d'archeologie

Orientale du Caire. Le Caire, 1975, p.572.
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- Cahen (C.) : Quelques most sur le declin commercial du monde musulman a la tin du

Moyen Age (Les peuples dans P'histoire médi . Pp.359-366) . Institut
Frangais de Damas, Damas, 1977, pp. 360-361.
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- André Raymond: Le Caire des Janissaires L'apogée de Ia ville ottomane sous "Abd al-
Rahman Katkhuda. CNRS. 1995, p. 25.
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(7) Deborah Tannen. Talking voices Repetition, dialogue, and imagery in
conversational discourse, Cambridge University Press, 1989, p. 110-125.
(8) Abd Al-Rahim Abd Al-Rahman Abd Al- Rahim, Yusuf al-Mallawani's Tuhlat Al
Ahbab and Ahmad Shalabi ibn Abd al-Ghani's Awdah al-Isharat’, Eighteenth
Century Egypt. The Arabic Sources, Edited by Danicl Crecelius, 1990, Regina
Books, Claremont Ca. p. 40-41.
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(13) The opuscule of Shaykh Ali al-Shadhili: A source for the history of the 1711 crisis

in Cairo, Eighteenth Century Egypt. The Arabic Sources, Edited hy Danicl

Crecelius, 1990, Regina Books, Claremont Ca, p. 29.
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(15) P.M. Holt . The carcer of kucuk Muhammad 9 1676-94 . Bulletin ol the London

School of Oriental and African Studies , vol . 26 . 1963. p.270.
353 G s 13 plll AT ¥ (V1)
Al o (f) 2 A pheall (\Y)

q 0 A haall (&1}

(19) Andr Raymond , Le Caire des Janissaires
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- Paul Zumthor . La Lettre et la voix , De la litérature médiévale , 1987 . Seuil | Paris,

- Albert B. Lord , The singer of tales , 1981 (fourth printing) . Harvard University Press.
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pt after the battle of Heliopolis, translated {rom the French,

- Reynier. G: state of
London 1802, PP. 210-216
- Reybaud, L: Histoire scientifique et militaire de L'expedition Frangaise en Lgypte,
Paris 1830- 1836, . VIIL, pp. 107-111.
- Martin, P.: Histoire de L'expdition Frangaise en Egypte (1798- 1801). Paris 1815, t.
11, PP. 167-173.
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- Reynier. G: state of Egypt after the battle of Heliopolis, translated from the French
London [802, PP, 210-216.
- Reybaud. L: Histoire scientifique et militaire de L'expedition Frangaise en Fgypte,
Paris 1830- 1836. . VIII, pp. 107-111.
- Martin, P.: Histoire de L'expédition Frangaise en Egypte (1798- 1801), Paris 1815,
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1799). En: kiéber en Egypte, t. 3. PP. 50-51.
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(40) Trait avee Mourad Bey, le 1S germinal an VIII (5 Avril 1800), en Kléber en
fgvpie. 1. 4. PP. 803- 806
(41} Napoléon Bonaparte: Correspondance de Napoléon 1%, publide par ordre de
I'empereur Napoléon 111, 32 vols., Paris 1858- 70, t. 4, no 2921, P. 295.
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- Etat Des contribution en grains des villages de la province de Girgé .
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(60)Ordre du jour du général en chef Kléber, 28 Fructidor an VIII (14 septembre 1799),
en Kléber en Egypte, t. 3, PP. 50-52.
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(79)Note o
par le trés illustre et honoré Mourad Bey, en conséquence de la convention du 15
germinal an viii (5 avril 1800), En Kléber en Egypte, t. 4, PP. 806-807.
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- Picces diverses et correspondance refatives aux opération militaires et politiques de

Farmée d'orient en Egypte. Paris TX (1801), P, 302.
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development of Egypt, A thesis submitied to Rutgers University, New York, the

State University of New Jersey, May 1955, p.228.
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(52) F.O . 371/45969/ 1 . 420 : Economic Report for Dec., 1944, prepared by the

Commercial Counsellor to His Majesty's Embassy at Cairo dated Feb., 1945, p. 28.
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(17) Pratique de la philosophic, Haticr, Paris, 1996, En collaboration, p . 241 .
(18) Sylvain Auroux- Yvonne Weil, Nouveau Vocabulaire des études philosophique,
Hachetie, Paris, 1979, p. 149 .
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Notes on Modernism in the Arab World
with Reference to the Role Historians play in Egypt

Peter Gran

The term modernism is an important concept in thought. Many
schools, from the left, the right and the center, fight to control it. The one
that succeeds in controlling it has a basis for commenting on whether
politics and culture are progressive. reactionary, adequate and
inadequate, etc. A school of thought which is excluded from this
discourse has much more difficulty in articulating criticism. For a long
time, the liberal modernization school has been the victor in Egypt.
Marxist and civilization school writers of the right have been less
effective, especially Marxists.

The liberal modernization theory had basically two possible ways of
developing the idea of modernism in its own terms. One way to proceed
would be to take Europe as a universal measure of modernity and to
characterize Egypt in terms of how close it came or did not come to
Europe. A second way to proceed would be to decide on basis of
academic scholarship what was the general form of a country, such as
Egypt. and on that basis what norms and forms of modernity would
follow. The first approach left the state as the sole link to the outside
world and to modernity; the second appreciably widened the number of
arbiters and contributors to such a discussion. It is not surprising that the
state encouraged the first and there has not been any impetus to examine
modern Egypt as a country among the countries of the world. It suffices
simply to complain about this or that feature of the country as not being
up to Buropean standards as a way of maintaining the paradigm.

What has the victory of a eurocentric liberalism meant for the idea of
modernity? Basically, it meant that the idea of modernity focused on
science and technology, to the exclusion of many other issues; this was
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all the more limited, given that the focus on science is form a limited
vantage point, that of present day European science. The only thing
important in science is that which is new. Science and presentism are
not historically interchangeable ideas. But, liberalism has made them so.
There is today a politics of not valorizing historical periods in which
science and technology appeared to be in balance with the needs of
- society, and of valorizing the present and praising in particular foreign
technology. The achievements of local scientists and farmers in making
the agriculture work is discarded.

One does not need to have any specific perspective to accept the
possibility that our science and technology today may or may not be
serving us well at this point compared to how they served mankind in
previous epochs and therefore they may or may not be as central to the
concept of modernity as they may have been to premodern times. Such
matters have to be researched and not simply assumed.

The one area in technology where the idea of progress seems
indisputable by any standard is in the area of weapons of mass
destruction. This has been an area of obsession for many governments,
That continuous achievement is registered here is probably not
accidental. But for the theorist of modernity in a liberal mold, can one
base a theory of modernity on weapons which may extinguish the
species. Are we more modern as we possess weapons which may end our
collective existence?

Liberal social theory faces similar problems of internal contradiction.
The promise of the modern nation state was to create the new citizen who
would have new opportunities under rule by law. New opportunities
would arise which had not been possible earlier. The historical fact is
that few of the world's peoples managed to benefit from the world of
nation states or citizenship. To benefit one needs an income and a job.
The vast majority of the world lives on the margin of such a world. This
meant that they would perpetually be discontent and might on some
occasion be stirred by communism.

It is under such conditions that the various ruling classes and
dominant intellectual communities of the world found they faced a crisis,




a deeper one than even the one alluded to in relation to science
technology. The state serves no useful social purpose for most of the
people called on to obey it. One suspects that this crisis explains the
attraction of the current variants of liberal thought such as globalism and
postmodernism. These versions of liberalism permit the ruler to
announce two things. First, he is not responsible for what is going on
because the country is part of the world economy and he can't control it.
Second that history has ended so there is no point having expectations of
government programs or change any longer.

Postmodernism is a solution for liberalism but not an ideal one. After
all, it is an ideology which undermines ideas like the state or the society.
Further, it emphasizes to a very extreme degree the idea of the
individual. Each person is his/her own historian. Who seems to function
in this intellectual terrain? Mainly, one finds that it is the religious
fanatics and others who manage to talk about fundamental or primordial
allegiances. Reason is suspect; we are who we are before the cunning of
reason. The political outcome of this option by liberalism would seem to
be sooner or later rule by fundamentalism as the state can not appeal to
people by reason and can not work toward any greater social good. Given
people's real, i.e., primordial, nature, which appears after one has torn
away facades, is there a need for secular education? Not according to
postmodernism! What remains is religion.

Of course, neither the state nor even many of the postmodernists want
to live with the logical implications of their ideas. What they might well
prefer is to see something much more moderate than what is implied. No
doubt, they would like to see a renewed concern with freedom, civil
society and human rights but what appears, given the absence of a
theoretical space for social commitment, is a freedom in practice for its
opposite-for drug dealers and money changers. Who else has the means
to participate in civil society to any great extent? This applies to
countries around the world, and it is no doubt a weakness of the
postmodernist option for the liberal.




Of course, some would think the matter is no longer open for
discussion. We live in the postmodern world and that's a fact. If you ask
why, a typical response would be that we live in a knowledge revolution
made possible by the computer. While this may true, it should be noted
that the growth of knowledge is not today changing basic ideas about
anything. All there is is more knowledge. People use search programs
and increase their bibliographies but they continue to write books which
say more or less the same things as before. It is perhaps correct to say
that knowledge today is a commodity. It is bought and sold. Does this
mean that we now live in a postmodern world? Let us consider the world
of the 19th century. At that point. there were few schools. Individuals
paid others to teach them. Knowledge then too was a commodity.

Another conundrum for liberalism is the shift to worldwide accessible
knowledge through the computer, which seems to be correlated with a
crisis in education and schooling in every country. We are witnessing a
worldwide creation of morons. The neo-liberal hope of disconnecting
education from country, from values, and from a community in which
one grows up is not working efficiently. In a crisis situation, nobody can
concentrate on education, consequently the new generation is extremely
undereducated. It doesn't know what to tie its education to, what to get
educated to be or why.

The real struggle then continues to be about modernism and the
direction of our history in each country. When did the modern state
begin, what has it done? In thinking about the Egyptian experience, one
returns to 'Abd Allah Al-Nadim in preference to Husayn Al-Marsafi. .
Al-Nadim was aware of the modern world and attacked what he took to
be the retreat from the creation of a modern Islamic participation in it.
One respects the vigor of his sarcasm and his intellectualism and
wonders why he is not more useful today. Why the preoccupation with a
way of life and ritual, why not criticism and rethinking like Al-Nadim?
Al-Marsafi does not question or situate ideas in Egypt, he simply claims
that there are Arabic equivalents to European political words. He doesn't
tell us why those European words in particular, nor does he tell us why
they have no Arabic words. Why did he not go further and take the
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Arabic words such as sulh, maslahah and hisba, etc. and have them play a
role in modern bourgeois thought? Is English distributive justice
necessarily more modern than suth? Are all forms of modernity
containable in the same system? I ask this against the background of the
Lockerby Airplane case

I will conclude these notes by referring to gaps in knowledge which
prejudice the development of an understanding of Egyptian modernity. 1
will limit the discussion to three main points, chosen to highlight the
issue of modernity in relation to different levels of society. The first point
has to do sufism. Sufism is a dominant intellectual terrain in Egypt on a
mass level. Throughout modern history, sufism has been condemned
more than it has been studied, especially by the elite. The restatement of
the divinity and uniqueness of Allah in Muhammad 'Abduh’s (Essay on
Unity)is simply one of several utterances by reformers of the late
nineteenth century and then beyond of their displeasure with Egyptian
sufism. Clearly something happened to the religious philosophical culture
in the second half of the nineteenth century that made the shaykhs no
longer able tolerate sufis. I am guessing that what happened was that the
sufi world expanded as more and more peasants entered it and it
embraced a wider range of practices than it had before. That Sufism had
been more limited and more disciplined up through the time of
Muhammad 'Ali , then by the time of Cromer, it was clearly more open.
Practices, which had been excluded by sufis and which they associated
with saint worship now entered. One can understand Muhammad
'Abduh's perspective but one can also be curious about the struggles of
the unknown millions to enter into the world of national culture and to do
s0 on their own terms via sufi Islam. Around the world there was a great
deal of anarchism in this period; is this the Egyptian variation?

Much of the attention of a writer like Haykal, Al-Nadim or 'Abduh
was on the Egyptian Delta. What we know about the late nineteenth
century is that in the Delta, the differentiation between wealth and
poverty was sharpening with the seasonal laborers from Upper Egypt, the
tarahil, emerging on the scene at the bottom. A generation later with the
rise of the Muslim Brothers, top down discipline in cultural expression
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appears to be introduced again. How and why this should have been the
case remains unknown. There was a mass struggle at self-expression;
later it was partly crushed.

This subject of mass struggle to be part of the culture, i.e., the attempt
from below at cultural integration has reappeared again in recent years
and is a contemporary theme. Many have noted how since the 1970's the
Egyptian media and political elite have started to use the popular
colloguial language. This is the language spoken by the majority; the
reasons appear to be economic and political. Once again culturai
integration is progressing, this time around language. How far can
integration progress in a class-divided society?

The struggle of the masses to be included in national culture is not the
only part of the subject of modernity in Egypt which deserves more
study. There is also the matter of the role of the middle classes, of how
in the middle of the nineteenth century they found it expedient to deny
their intellectual roots in nineteenth century Egypt and to insist that their
ideas came from Golden Ages or from Europe.

Khedive Isma'il encouraged Egyptian archeology and its myths.
Writers such as Ibrahim Al-Muwalihi in (Hadith Ibn Hisham) gave us a
picture of how a great leap forward had taken place. If a figure from a
previous generation were to appear, he would be totally ridiculous.
Others make the same point through a neglect of their own roots such as
Al-Marsafi. Faris Shidyak in (Al Jasus ala al-Qamus)gives the
impression of no longer needing the 18th century dictionary of al-Zabidi,
(Taj al-'Arus). Writers of importance before the middle of the nineteenth
century such as Hasan Al-'Attar are passed over. In(Khitat Tawfigiya)
'Ali Mubarak is dealing with much material which is close to him in time.
He treats the subject of Egypt however as so much real estate and
topography. When he gives accounts of the prominent personalities and
events in different towns, there is an amazing sense of distance created.

" Atthis point, liberal modernism has arrived. Reformers realize that the
more prestige Europe has the more prestige they have and that the
reverse is true as well, i.e., the more Egypt appears rooted in its past
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intellectual achievements, the less significance will be attached to the
reformers. Our reliance on the writings of these reformers as our main
sources has led not only to a distortion of the record of history but to a
very skewed image of where modern culture comes from in Egypt. One
can state this with some certainty because of the archival work in recent
years, which has given us a far better picture. This has been in no small
measure thanks to the work of Ra'uf 'Abbas Hamed, his colleagues and
students in social history.

A third area in which the idea of modernity remains to be studied has
to do with political deception. In most countries, while a considerable
amount of deference is given by scholars to the ruling class, it is also
noted that its description of the political system is in some senses a
myth. For example, democracy is a myth. The idea of democracy covers
over major issues of race, class and gender in the case of England or the
United States. And, while the common assumption is that myths play a
role in thought and they are useful, it is also acknowledged that myths
clearly cover over oppression. If one transfers this way of raising
questions to Egypt what is one to make of the oft-asserted claim that
Egypt is highly centralized, that all power is in Cairo. If this is the case,
why then the huge police force for the provinces? Is it possible that the
actual distribution of power in Egypt in modern times is disguised by the
prevailing official myth as it is elsewhere?

Conclusion. The left, the right and the center all struggle for control
of the concept of modernity. In the case of Egypt, the struggle of the right
and the center has been so far the more effective. The left is less
interested in lower class radicalism than it is about scientific socialism,
Egyptian marxism, with a few exceptions, is silent about the lower
classes before the 1940's. By way of contrast, lower class radicalism
frightened the right so they brought in Neo-Hanbalism and the Muslim
Brothers approach to control it. When it comes to the praxis of the
middle classes in the construction of modernity, Marxism like liberalism
tends to emphasize the twentieth century, with the 'Urabi Revolt as
s thereby elects to take itself out of the

background. The middle
nineteenth century. The idea of the middle strata having its own interests




and pursuing them is not a theme in liberalism or marxism until the
Nasir period. By way of contrast the right has long been conscious of it.
The right sees Egyptian history as a deviation from Islam to nationalism
beginning in the nineteenth century and is much more attuned to the idea
of class interests of the middle class. Finally, the idea that the ruling
class might have an interest in a myth of the hegemony is also not
something the left has considered. In general, leftist thought reinforces
liberal centralist thought in accepting the myth as fact.. It emphasizes the
danger of the external enemy and supports the idea of a strong central
state and again by way of comparison to the right.. Yet, when one
compares Egypt to strong centralized states like Japan and this has been
done, there is little they share. Cairo is much more like Rome or even
more specifically, like Mexico City, a meeting place of North and South,
a place of refuge of the South in the North, than it is like Tokyo.. Why
the lack of development of marxist thought about modernity? Liberalism
is in crisis! Islamism is groping around in the dark afraid of the lower

classes!

*An carlier version of this paper was accepted by Mr. Mahmud Amin Al-Alim for

publication i (Qadhaya fikriyah).




CAIRO AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

Nelly Hanna‘

The objective of the present paper is to propose an approach in the
study of the modernization the city by examining the developments that
took place in Cairo in the half century. from the last two to three decades
of the 19th and the first two in the 20th century. Although it concentrates
on Cairo, the approach with some modifications could probably be
applied to other Arab cities that experienced simifar transformations in
the course of the 19th century. A new type of urban structure emerged. It
was characterized by the establishment of a new system of large, open
streets, strects with trees on either side, quite different from the system
that had previously existed, the hara or closed alleys, two to three meters
wide, often closed with a gate. Likewise new types of public buildings
appeared, which were not known before. Instead of the madrasa, the
sabil-kuttab, public buildings of the19th century included the post office,

the museum, the tourist office and the bank.

The emergence of this new type of urban structure has been
interpreted in different ways. One of them is the analysis of change in
terms of the westernization of Arab cities, and of bringing them up to the
level of contemporary European cities in transport, communications, and
culture. This interpretation emphasizes the west as being the main force
behind change and does not consider indigenous forces to have played a
significant role in history. Its perspective tends to be from the optic of
European observers and is usually based on European rather than
indigenous sources. The comments of European travellers are often
quoted.

One consequence of this approach is that it concentrates on the
Europeanized part of the city. This is considered to be a separate city,
easily distinguishable from the original structure that had existed before.

* Chairman of the Department of Arabic Studies. AUC,




Thus we find such descriptions as the European city versus the traditional
city, or the colonial city versus the native city being applied to a city like
Cairo. T
change, as being inhabited by a dynamic European population, whereas
the indigenous or native city plays no role in the transformations that
took place. In fact, little consideration is given to the non-European parts
“of the city, or of their role in the over-all transformations that took place.

Serious consideration is only given to certain quarters in the city,
notably those that were built along modern or European lines, or those
that were the residence of the wealthier strata of the population. The
central down town area and the new quarters like Garden city are usually
mentioned in studies, because the down-town area was endowed with
important public buildings and became the center of an active economic
life. Moreover, Garden City became the residence of the ruling classes,
who built large mansions with big gardens. However, these quarters were
relatively limited in terms of the populations who inhabited them, and did
not, in 1900, occupy a very large area compared to the rest of the city.
The quarters inhabited by more modest classes have attracted less
interest, even though they cover large parts of the city. In other words,
we discern a concern with the upper layers of society and insufficient
interest with the majority of the inhabitants. This can be better illustrated
by considering the examples of the quarter of Shubra. At the beginning
of the 19th century, Muhammad 'Ali had brought attention to this village
at a short distance from Cairo by building his palace there and going
occasionally himself to stay there. The road he constructed between the
capital and his palace was soon built up by members of his entourage and
of the ruling class, Their large dwellings started to adorn the two sides of
this road. We know little about the later development of Shubra except
that at the end of the century it experienced a tremendous growth in
population, no longer made up of members of the ruling class, but of a
migrant and working class population and a middle class.

This approach moreover lays emphasis on the cultural or civilizational
dimension, but does not sufficiently consider economic or material
conditions that could bring about transformations. Change is seen in
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terms of a model from another culture to be followed rather than in terms
of other aspects within this same culture that may have been behind these
changes. Thus the construction of wide streets may have been an
imitation of the wide avenues Haussman built in Paris, but such patterns
may not have survived Khedive Ismail's lifetime had there not been new
kinds of transport that required wide streets (the car was introduced in
1903). The type of urban structure in Khedive Ismail's new quarters
survived because extensive growth of the city made wider streets more of
a necessity. Likewise, the khedive's urban projects in developing large
new areas to the west of Cairo may not have outlived him if conditions
had not been appropriate. In other words, it stresses the implementation
of outside models without giving sufficient consideration to internal
forces. We therefore need to redress the balance.

Another approach interprets the changes occurring in the 19th century
in terms of the modernization paradigm.'” The emphasis in such studies
is on the emergence of modern structures and amenities in the city, as for
instance the transport system, lighting of streets, sewage and sanitation.
The work by Hilmi Ahmad Shalabi is particularly noteworthy since he is
the first, perhaps the only. scholar to have used the rich archival sources
to investigate urban history in the 19th century. This paradigm, however,
also poses a problem in that it emphasizes the posilivist approach to
change. It does not distinguish between those classes that benefited from
modern facilities and amenities and those that did not. It tends to talk in
terms of a kind of progress touching all levels of society. whereas in
reality, benefits were unequally distributed. Finally in many studies,
modernization is considered to be synonymous with westernization, that
is, the adaptation of western forms, and therefore poses the same type of
methodological problems.

Another approach has been developed by art historians. They have, to
a certain extent. dominated the field of urban history. Their contributions
have been significant in terms of public construction, building standards,
developments in the system of roads and so on. They have emphasized
the builders of these public structures. A number of recent studies have

examined the development of Cairo from the perspective of the




individual policies of rulers. For obvious reasons, Khedive Ismail's role is
prominent in these works.”’ Such works fill an important blank about a
period that has still not been well studied.

The present study proposes a historical approach to urban studies that
aims to pay more attention to the historical context and to explore the
social forces that may have come into play in the process of change that
was taking place. This implies more emphasis on society and economy
rather than on rulers and on states only; it also implies more emphasis on
the majority of the inhabitants rather than on elites only.

The interpretation that I propose attempts to explain the history of the
city at the turn of the century by considering three additional factors.
Firstly through class and economy as factors that can explain the
transformations that took place; secondly, through population growth
and, thirdly. through the role of the state. These three factors represent
distinct, sometimes contradictory sets of interests. The first arc the
interests of the elites linked to the new economy, the second are those of

the state which was closely linked to these elites, and the third. those of a

growing population, poor for a large part, which was to a certain extent
marginalized from the "modernization” policies in the city.

For our purposes, we can divide the urban population of Cairo into
three categories. The first were those who were involved in the emerging
capitalist economy. This group included European ban, as well as
merchants involved in trading with Europe. It also included fandowners
of different nationalities whose interests were linked with the capitalist
economy. These people were relatively few in number but they
controlled much wealth. The second group included a4 much larger
number of people involved in a traditional economy, as traders, artisans
and shopkeepers as well as the middle-ranking administrators and
piofessionals. They represented different levels of wealth, but could on
oup, consisted of

the whole be considered a middle strata. A third g
The last decade or two of the 19th century

many newcomers to the city.
peasants experienced extensive dispossession of their lands, because of
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the increase in taxation and because of the growing number of large
estates. They confronted this situation in different ways, some of them
working as day labourers in these estates, others took up an additional
craft, while others still migrated to the cily.mWe may also include in this
third category those artisans and craftsmen in Cairo who were losing
their source of livelihood as a result of the emerging economic
conditions. For different reasons people in this category did not quite fit
into the second group. Yet they could to a certain extent provide cheap
labour either in construction, as servants and domestics, or in some types
of unskilled jobs such as porters or shoe-shiners.

Rather than characterizing the different quarters of the city only in
terms of their ethnic cultural composition, we can consider the urban
geography in terms of classes and of the materials interests of the
inhabitants. There were in fact very few parts of the city where the
in the majority, even in the Europeanized

European population
quarters, the down town area from al-Azbakiyya to al-Isma'iliyya, where
streets were wide and straight and where modern buildings were
constructed. These quarters were, in fact, populated for the most part by
Egyptians, except for certain small pockets where Europeans were more
numerous. Even though these were the quarters where Europeans
preferred to reside, they did not consutute except a small portion of the
population. Instead, the distinctions between one part of the town from
another can be linked to economic criteria.

The new quarters of the city could be associated with emerging
capitalist economy. This economy did not touch all parts of the city, buc
touched certain limited parts of it, which we can call the core area. The
core area was a privileged part of the city, not because of its being a
European part of the city but because it represented the interests of a
class of people who were involved with a growing new economy, linked
to European capitalism. For this cconomy to flourish, certain of its needs
had to be fulfilled, in terms of the facilities and the institutions necessary
for it to function efficiently; the interests of those linked to it had to be
protected. We can call this quarter the core area. Thus, this definition
does not refer to a specific part of tne city so much as it refers to the




functions of this part. As a matter of fact. the core area was not a fixed
place, but moved at different times. Together with the old economic
center of Cairo at Bayn al-Qasrayn and Khan Khalili, in the old part of
his was the

the city, a new center emerged to the west of the city.
quarter of al-Muski which was developed in the 1890s and came to
acquire new features related to the emergence of a capitalist economy.
The Muski. an integral part of the old city, began to attract new
inhabitants, including many Europeans, who were 1o be associated with
the core, another indication that the dichotomy new city, old city is not
always relevant. The core area did not remain in a single place. From the
Muski it moved to Azbakiyya and “Ataba, and from there to the central

down town area, the Isma’iliyya quarter located to the west of

Nor can we say that the core area consisted of the modern part of the
city which was developed in the second h.‘lH of the 19th century. Large
areas of land were developed, especially in the area called al-Isma'iliyya.
Some contained large land plots where large residential mansions were
constructed, as in Garden City. But in many other parts, the development
consisted of small plots for modest housing, like in al-Nasiriyya and Bab
al-Luq, which were built up by members of a middle class and which
were quite distinct from the palatial constructions of Garden City. Other

new quarters developed on the same pattern of streets and buildings as
the core arca, like Shubra and al-Wayli, likewise did not bear a
resemblance to it in terms of its main functions. In fact many of the
"modern" parts of the city remained peripheral to what was taking place
in the core. A clear differentiation in terms of wealth and privilege
characterized the emerging structure.

Those who participated in this economy included Europeans, who
with the backing of the Capitulations of which they made ample use,
played an important role as merchants, investors. financiers. Egyptians
participated in this economy in different capacities, as landlords, for
instance, who exported cotton, or as traders on a smaller or larger scale.




The core area was characterized by the existence of certain functions
and institutions. The spread of a capitalist economy created new needs. A
greater efficiency and rapidity in communications was required both in
terms of transport, of streets, and of post and telegraph. The area of
Azbakiyya and 'Ataba was endowed with a Post and Telegraph Office to
ensure efficiency of communications. Also in the vicinity stood the
building of the Mixed Courts, an essential part of the economy, since it
guaranteed non-Egyptians Jegal security and allowed them to pursue their
business interests free of worry. Because of the links of this economy
with European interests, the emergence of tourist companies, like
Thomas Cook, and hotels, like the famous Shepheard, accompanied this
development.

The core area thus became associated with modernity, and with the
s, efficiency, cleanliness and with rapid

implications that this terms carr
change. With it came a certain type of culture, manifested in institutions
like the Opera and the Museum; or like the Azbakiyya Gardens where an
orchestra played European music to its audience.

These various amenities came to distinguish it more and more from
the other quarters of the city. But those who participated in the core and
in its functions did not represent a significant portion of the rapidly
growing population of Cairo. A second category of the city included the
traditional city, with its old quarter like al-Jamaliyya, Khan al-Khalili,
Tulun, Qusun and others. The elites had moved out of the old city in the
latter part of the century, leaving aside a population of artisans, craftsmen
and tradesmen. This category also included the new parts of the city
which was inhabited by a middle strata population. A quarter like Bab al-
Lug, for instance, had been made up of small parcels of land, quite
distinct from those in Garden City where the wealthy lived. The
residences were therefore not large or luxurious. As the top layer of city
gradually moved out of the old city into the new quarters, the
infrastructure (street cleaning and rubbish removal for instance) became
less efficient. Although the inhabitants of these arcas had their own
traditional ways of dealing with many of their problems, the temptation

to share some of the privileges of the core areas must have pushed some




of them to look for better conditions in the new parts of the city. Lastly
were the peripheral areas inhabited by the urban poor, amongst whom
were the many newcomers to the cily, who were numerous but about

whom little has been written.

Population growth:

Tt is well-known that the population of Cairo grew tremendously
towards the end of the century. At the time of the Description de
I'Egypte. the population of Cairo was estimated by Jomard to be 263.000.
Half a century later, at the time of the population census of Muhammad
'AlL, it was still at about 257.000. By the time of the census of 18we have
a figure of 374.848: the population reached 570,062 in 1897: 654,476 in
907 and 790,939 in 1917

These figures show a tremendous growth of the population of Cairo.

This increase, to a certain extent. corresponded to the growth of the
population of Egypt in the course of the same period. However, the

census of 1907 shows another very significant trend, that about a third of

the population of Cairo was not born in that city. but were migrants from
other parts of the country. Of a population of 654.476 persons, only
410,833 were born in Cairo. More than one third, 243.643 (37%) were
born elsewhere. Although this figure includes foreigners, the majority
were in fact migrants from other parts of Egypt. This trend is likely to
have started carlier than 1907, but unfortunately the data of the carlier
population census contains no mention of this category of persons

A number of contradictions were thus created by these conditions. At
the time that the core area was developing its facilities and its wealth, a
significant migration of persons leaving their places of origin to come to
Cairo, and therefore most likely to be deprived and poor, were pouring
into the city. Moreover, at a time when large arcas of land between
Azbakiyya and the Nile. were being developed, these new quarters
remained, for the most part, relatively sparsely inhabited. Although there
was an influx of new inhabitants, in considerable numbers, they were not
to participate in these developments. As a matter of fact, a new kind of
imbalance was created. Some quarters of the city became much more




crowded and densely populated than others, whereas others maintained
the same levels of population, and others still remained were sparsely
populated. The population of Misr al-Qadima remained more or less
stable between 1897 (31,849) and 1917 (34,968); that of Wayli and
Matariyya, within the same period. jumped from 36,751 to 78,500; and
that of Shubra from 32,779 (o 80,54+

The result of these contradictions were complex. On the one hand, the
density of population of certain quarters became astonishing. The census
of 1917 shows that the quarters of Misr al-Qadima had 2731 inhabitants
per square kilometer, and 'Abdin 4234 per square kilometer as compared
to 59.185 in Bab al-Sha'riyya, more than ten times more densely
populated. These figures provide indications as to which quarters
attracted newcomers. Quite naturally, many of them settled near the
railway station of Bab al-Hadid close to their point of arrival.

On the other hand, we can observe is the growing polarization
between rich and poor. The newly developed quarters like Garden City
had big dwellings or palaces with large gardens. On the other side of the
spectrum, by the last decade of the century, persons who lived in
precarious dwellings. referred to as ‘ishash, built of non-durable
materials, was dramatically increasing. Their number has been estimated
in 1891 as 120.000 persons, that is about a quarter of the population of
the city.” Needless to say, the benefits of modernity, in terms of urban
facilitics, public amenities, efficient transport and so on, were not
reaching an important portion of the population.

Furthermore. these conditions may well have been one of the factors
behind certain social problems. We have evidence of a growing crime
level. This could be due to numerous factors, such as the oppression by
European colonizers who dominated the political and judicial system in
sion of

order to further economic interests; the widespread dispos:
peasants from their land; social problems in an urban context. The
growing polarization, both of the level of wealth and of the available
urban resources, was also a factor that could cause disorders. Crime at
the turn of the century was high enough for the authorities to become




concerned with the issue of law and order. Writers expressed their

concern as well on this matter, particularly with juvenile crime. The 1923

issue of L'Egypte Contemporaine contained two articles on the protection

of juveniles and on juvenile crime, an indication of the level of concern

that this matter was arousing.'”

The Stat

We can define the role of the state in the urban situation in two ways.

Firstly, the state drew borders to mark off different parts of the city,
what it called the European city was clearly defined. likewise what it
called in indigenous city was separated from it. Specific laws and
regulations were established for the two parts. Secondly. the state was
present in a limited to a part of the city, the core and the residential arcas
dependent on it. The state was much less present (especially after 1876)
in the rest of the city. It was much less concerned with what went on
there than it was with what went on in the core area. This concern was
translated into a legislation which protected the interests of the core area
and its inhabitants. This protection was both one of security, law and
order, and of the threat of spread of the growing number of poor
inhabitants of the city. with their poverty and dirt, into the clean and
orderly core. For example. it tried to ensure that traffic was orderly and
efficient, but only in relation to some parts of the town. The price of a
horse or donkey ride from one part of the modern city to another was
clearly set, with rules and regulations concerning the way that donkey
owners had to conduct themselves. The places where vehicles could park
were also set by law: Place du café de la bourse. Hotel d'Orient, Place
Bab al-Hadid Abbasiyya, Bab al-Hadid station. Place Musky, Place d
I'Opera and so on "

Thus a legislation was developed in order to stop encroachments into
the core area. This included tearing down the 'ishash which encroached
into it, either as a result of the expansion of the core area into new land,
or the expansion of the peripheral area towards the center. A regulation
issued In 1893 to this effect is quite significant. It indicates that all the

precarious buildings whether 'ishsha or hush, torn down could not be
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y of Public Works®"
Such forms of exclusion were not limited to buildings only, but could
also touch on people. Rules were established in 1891 by the Ministry of
Public Works, regarding the access to the Garden of Azbukiyya, situated

rebuilt without the specific permission of the Mini

in one of the choice locations of Cairo. Amongst these was the
establishment of an entrance fee to this public garden. This would
automatically exclude large sectors of the population from access. More
indicative was a clear statement that those who entered the garden had to
be "appropriately” dressed  another way of limiting access to certain
social classes."”

Likewise. the numerous laws and regulations concerning begging and
beggars served the same purpose. Begging was criminalized and beggars
could be arrested. However, it was their presence in a specific part of the
town that mattered rather than the act of begging. In his article on
juveniles vagrants, Ahmad Sami Effendi mentions that in 1919, the
police authorities arrested 450 vagrants, both boys and girls, in
al-Azbakiyya alone,"” although few of them were actually judged in
court. The issue here is the definition of what crime constituted, and
consequently, of who was a criminal. A figure like this seems to be a
clear indication of the objectives of the legislation and of its
implementation. This was the way that the presence in the core arca of
certain socially deprived groups was regulated and restricted. The
facilities and amenities that were developed in the core area were not
intended for use by all of the population of the city, especially at a time
of intensive migration from the countryside.

Another body of laws and regulations that were issued in the 1890s
had to do with public establishments, like coffee houses, restaurants,
pubs. clubs and so on. Strict laws were issued as to where they could be
opened, emphasizing that no such establishments were allowed in
"residential arcas;" who had the right to open them and who did not; who
could use them and the opening and closure times. There were obviously
many objectives for these regulation. Not least amongst them was that

the police had casy access to such establishments, and that owners had to
report to the authorities. But they could certainly also be used to restrict




access to certain quarters. By regulating the type of activity that could be
carried out in residential areas, the authorities could safeguard the core
arca from encroachments. This time, the encroachments were not so
much from the poor or deprived populations of the periphery as from the
populations from the old city moving in to take advantage of the facilities
and the prosperity of the core. With the departure from the old city of
most persons of wealth, infrastructures suffered. It is to be expected that
the livelihood of many people was consequently affected and that they
might want to move their families or their small businesses to those parts
of the city with better infrastructures and more prosperous clients S
Significantly enough, the regulations issues on matters such as traffic.
on vagrancy. on commercial establishments in residential areas. only
applied to certain parts of the city and not to others. The presence of the

state was i fact Jargely concentrated on a small sector of the city to the
exclusion of the other parts. How the rest of the city functioned. what
urban laws and regulations applied, and the way they were implemented.
in the light of these developments is a matter which needs to be pursued
further.

The type of friction this situation created was complex and multi-
faceted. One level included the European versus the indigenous
population. with the Mixed Courts consolidating the legal position of
Europeans: but there was also the level of crowded versus sparsely
inhabited quarters; quarters with facilities and resources and others with
fewer or no resources. To what extent the administration could control
these opposing forces, or the extent to which access could be restricted to
some areas in the face of growing populations is a matter than requires
further study. Certainly, matters did not ultimately function in the orderly
way that the regulations had set up. One could take as an example the
quarter of Shubra. It was first developed by Muhammad 'Ali when he
built his palace there. Later, in the [890s, it was expanded by private
developers. Plots of land were sold for people to build homes. At that
point in time. it may have developed in the same direction as many of the
new quarters which emerged in the quarter of al-Isma’iliyya. But there
were other economic forces were at play. Its vicinity to the railway
station where new immigrants arrived, the establishment of a cigarette
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factory in one of the palaces there, Chicolani, were the manifestation of
potent forces which brought into this quarter numerous modest and poor
inhabitants. Ultimately, it became one of the most densely populated
quarters of Cairo.

Likewise, one could ask for how long were the strict rules regarding
access to the Azbakiyya Garden observed, that is, for how long could the
core arca inhabitants keep the rest of the population at bay, even with the
support of the state. In his entry on"Gininat al-Azbakiyya," Ahmad

Qamus al- Adat wal-Tagalid mentions the attractions of this
garden, twelve feddan expanse where the military band that played music
twice a week in the afternoon. Yet his emphasis is on its being a place for

prostitution, where people came to consume alcohol and hashish. s

Conclusion:

This approach aims at developing framework for the study of change
in the city. It proposes a dynamic rather than a static view of the change
that occurred at the turn of the 20th century by looking at the different
forces at play and attempting to define their role in the development of
the city. It tries Lo avoid analyzing the developments by simply looking at
the top layer of society or the political decision-makers, notably the state.
the rulers, the administration or the building companies which were
behind the development of certain quarters. It attempts to bring into the
picture the peripheries, the anonymous populations who inhabited the
larger part of the city, the areas that the state was less concerned with,
and of the populations that inhabited them. The different sectors of the
city and of the population must be studied together because they made up
one whole, or because they were part of the same totality. The meeting
between the different sectors was sometimes confrontational. At other
times, there were different levels of accommodation. The history of the
city during this period can be studied in the framework of these meetings.
To study these multiple forces in terms of "modernization” or "progress"”

tends to simplify and to blur a much more complex reality.
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Commerce and Coalitions in Contemporary Egypt

Fred H. Lawson

Ronald Rogowski's Commerce and Coalitions provides both a
plausible set of concepts to use in explaining the shape of internal
cleavages in the contemporary Arab world and a passing application of
these ideas to trends in Egypt during the 1970s. Unfortunately, not only
is Rogowski's sketch of recent Egyptian politics wildly inaccurate, but a
more sustained explication of his argument turns out to expect patterns of
domestic alliances and conflicts that bear almost no resemblance to the
country’s actual political history. Nevertheless, by modifying his
porposed framework so as to differentiate the factors of land and capital
according to scale ( i.eby distinguishing between large and small
landholders and between grand capitalists and the petite bourgeoisie ) ,
one can fromulate a much more compelling-- if somewhat less

P
politics, while maintaining a commitment to rigorous, theory- driven

monijous-- explanation for contemporary developments in Egyptian

research..
Commerce and Coalitions in Egypt

According to Rogowski, Egypt can best be characterized as a country
that is well- endowed with labor and poorly- endowed with land. World
Bank estimates show Egypt to have had a lower land/ labor ratio than
either lraq and Turkey or the world as a whole as of 1960, At the sume
time, what Rogowski calls the displacement of the "traditional structures
and clientage that had kept labor underemployed"” by

of village, family

modern political-cconomic institutions precluded Egypt from being rich

in land and labor simultaneously.”” Furthermore, Egypt can best be
categorized as capital poor throughout the 1970s, despite major steps
taken by the government to promote the development of a large- scale,
heavy industrial sector within the local economy.

" Associate prefessor, Mills College Oakland, CA.




Rogowski expects this peculiar mix of factor endowments to have a
direct impact on the country's domestic politics. In particular, Egypt can
be expected to exhibit a comparatively low potential for urban- rural
conflict. with both agriculturalists and capitalists favoring protectionist
cconomic policies and labor advocating freee trade. As the level of
international trade rises, Egypt should see the emergence of a militant

labor movement in both the cities and the countryside, along with the
growth of a "defensive coalition of capital and land” whose members
look to the state for protection against outside colm)eliliun.m

Whenever trade contracts, Egypt can be expected to experience a
resurgence of class- related conflict, "With labor this time on the
defensive”.""" Workers, who prosper during periods of expanding
international commerce, find it increasingly difficult to maintain their
position in society and must contend with serious political challenges
from capitalists and landholders. Rogowski sees this kind of situation as
having provided the social origins of Asian fascism, particularly that of
1930s Japan."”

Militant Islamist movements are held to be quite unlikely to succeed
in countries that are well- endowed with Iabor. As Rogowski notes, "if
this analysis is correct, densely populated Egypt faces little serious
danger from Islamic fundamentalism."® Egypt's vast pool of Taborers
tended to be strengthened politically by the general expansion of
international trade that took place during the decades after the Second
World War. Urban and rural workers joined forces with the military
under the leadership of president Gamal,Abd al- Nasir to tame the
country's powerful large estate-holders and nascent industrial
Bourgeoisie through a combination of wholesale land reform in the
countryside and expanding social welfare programs in the cities. Such
policies reinforced labor's already-dominant position in Egyptian society,
making it virtually impossible for a rural- based Islamist movement o
overthrow the regime of Anwar al- Sadat.

Commerce and Coalitions in Egypt revisited
Rogowski would not hesitate to admit that the sketch he offers of
politics in Egypt during the 1970s exhibits little acquaintance with the
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specialist literature on Arab politics. The primary advantages of the
theoretical framework he proposes lie in its general conceptual coherence
and its ability to illuminate fundamental trends in a wide range of
countries , with the particulars of whose histories the analyst has best
only passing familiarity.

Nevertheless. Rogowski posits that "one important test of a theory is

its empirical accuracy : its ability to explain persuasively and, in the ideal
case, to predict events. To do that has been the chief aim of the preceding
chapters.” It is therefore legitimate 1o formulate a test of the conceptual
argument elaborated in Commerce and Coalitions that more accurately
reflects current scholarship on Egyptian affairs. The first step in carrying
out such an experiment consists of charting the aggregate levels of
commerrce moving into and out of the country during the years from
1970 to 1980. The second is to determine whether or not Egypt's
domestic political dynamics worked anything like the way Rogowski'’s
model predicts.

Trends in Egyptian foreign trade .

Egypt experienced a dramatic increase in the value of its international
commerce in the early 1970s® Between 1971 and 1975, the value
Egyptian trade jumped almost 200 per cent. The middle years of the
decade saw a marked diminution in the growth rate: Egypt's trade
increased in value by only 59 per cent from 1976 to 1978. Finally, in the
years between 1978 and 1980, the value of Egyptian trade dropped six
per cent. Each of these phases merits separate consideration.

1970 - 75

Rogowski's three-factor model expects the steady expansion of trade
that took place during the early 1970s to have generally consolidated the
position of Iabor within Egypt's "developmental coalition.” ®’ In his
view, growing (rade in an economy characterized by a low ratio of land
to labor will lead "labor [to] pursue free trade and expanded political
power (including, in some circumstances,a workers' revolution);
landowners, capitalists and capital-intensive industrialists will unite to
support protection, imperialism, and a politics of continued exclusion.'”




The rise in foreign commerce should have put workers in a position to
fend off almost any challenge to their domestic predominance. At the
same time. labor should have gradually moderated the collection of
protectionist policies associated with the Nasirist era. A turn away from
Arab socialism world have enhanced workers' capacity o withstand
efforts to undermine the socialist order on the part of larger landholders,
merchants and industrialists, Or both.

These predictions are partially borne out by the empirical evidence.
Industrial workers by and large acquiesced in, rather than opposed. the
government’s initial attempts to reform the public sector''”. Steps
designed to attract greater foreign investment into Iocal economy, to
break up the network of state- owned holding companies that dominated
manufacturing and commerce and to resurrect indigenous private capital
all elicited only token opposition on the part of the official trade union
federation and its representatives in the National Assembly during 1973-
74.In fact, as john Waterbury remarks, "public sector management [in
these year| has not acted as a lobby in its own defense . Rather individual
managers have sought to make their own deals with foreign investors or
have left the public sector entirely {12 Consquently, the more profitable
and more efficient of the country's public sector enterprises served as a
bridge linking the Nasirist political- economic order and the infitah of the
early 1970s

On the other hand. those workers who opposed the state’s program of
economic liberalization organized a series of industrial actions in the fall
of 1974. Anti-governmment protests erupted in Alexandria, al-Mahallah
al- Kubra, Shubra and Hilwan during August and September. That
Noveiber. employees at the state- run iron and steel complex at Hilwan
carried out @ second and politically more significant strike. After making
unsuccessful attempts to negotiate with the authorities, the workers
"assembled at the train station of Bab al- Lug to march to the [people's]
Assembly to present their demands. They clashed with the police as the
manifestation spread into the commercial sector. where store windows
were smashed and cars overturned. Sixty-eight of the workers arrested

g | o
were imprisoned to await trial. ™ In an effort to prevent the unrest from
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spreading, state officials ordered the detention of a number of influential
trade union leaders , members of three communist organizations and
sympathizers of several "secret leftist organizations". These arrests
precipitated widespread rioting in Cairo on 1 January 1975.%% Three
months later. textile workers staged a violent strike at the spinning and
weaving complex at al- Mahallah al- Kubra,

But it was not labor that found itself positioned to take the best
political advantage of the expansion of Egyptian trade as the decade
began. Instead, forces rooted in the countryside steadily gained strength
as a result of policies implemented by the, Abd al Nasir and al Sadat
regimes throughout the 1960s and 1970s. Middle- sized landholders and
landless rural laborers benfited directly from the agrarian reform law
promulgated by the Egyptain government in September 1952. This
measure redistributed holdings of agricultural land larger than 200
faddans to farm laborers in packets of two or three faddans per family. A
network of agricultural co-operatives was subsequently established to
provide financial and technical assistance to smaller- scale cultivators. >
The following twelve years saw the enactment of seven additional
agrarian reform laws. As a result of these measures, 735,307 faddans
were distributed to 303.624 families in the period between september
1952 and June 1966."%

More important, the state- sponsored agrarian reforms of the 1950s
and 1960s left property relations in the Egyptian countryside largely
intact. Samir Radwan and Eddy Lee conclude that "the post-reform
system was still based on the private ownership of land and the
redistribution of land remained highly unequal: the top 5.6 per cent of
landowning households still owned 53.4 per cent of the total cultivated
area after the 1952 reform. The vast majority of the landowning
population(94.4per cent)owned only 46.6 per cent of total cultivated land
and owned an average of 1 feddan per owner; in contrast,20 per cent of
the total area was in ownership units of more than 50 feddans and another
14 per cent was in units of between 20 and 50 feddans. Thus, the range in
the size of ownership units still remained enormous in spite of the
climination of the top of the landowning pyramid through the 1952




reform."” In addition, richer farmers quickly scized control of the state-
sponsored agricultural co-operatives, transforming them from bases of
support for smaller landholders into instruments whereby their own
influence over local affairs could be perpetuated. ' The substantial
amount of public resources devoted to agriculture during the Arab
socialist era of the 1960s has prompted Yahya Sadowski to observe that
“in Nasser's day.the government put almost as much into agriculture as it
took out of that sector."”

Landholders profited even more handsomely under the aegis of the al-
Sadat regime. Government policies that encouraged greater mechanization
and the spread of cash crops laid the foundation for the re-emergence of
an influential agrarian bourgeosic in the Egyptian countryside during the
early 1970s.” The activities of this class cf ectively reduced agricultural

wages compared to those in other sectors of the economy and severely
limied the growth of farm employment as the decade p;mcnl.‘:“ Changes
in the regulations governing tenancy contracts, adopted by the parliament
in 1975,further augmented the power of larger landholders.”> Poorer
farmers reacted to these measures by convening public meetings to
demand that the government mainatian its support for "peasant- worker
representation, land reform, grwoth of the public sector, worker-
management councils, profit- sharing. free education, and the like". L

Opposition (o infitah on the part of poorer forces in the countryside
did little to alter government economic policy. however, primarily
because the re-emergence of a landed bourgeoisie took place with the
active co- operation of Egypt's central administration. Throughout the
1970s, state officials sold unproductive farm land to agronomists,
university graduates, military officers and war veterans at heavily
subsidized prices. with the understanding that these lands would become
private property after they were brought back into production with
government assistance. Wealthy entrepreneurs made use of this program
to gain ownership of large tracts of reclaimed agricultural land. 2 The
new owners then planted their estates in cash crops for export, taking
advantage of a wide range of tax and commercial incentives offered by

the regime
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1976-78

As foreign trade contracted at mide- decade, Rogowski expects the
political position of Egypt's labor movement to have deteriorated. It
became increasingly costly for workers to manipulate commerce as
means of securing their political- economic interests. Consequently,
Commerce and Coalitions predicts an outbreak of "intense class conflict”
in the country heginning in the mid- 1970s. Instead of being "precipitated

ive working class”, the confrontation should have
@5

by a newly agg
been initiated by those who controlled land and capital.

But the downturn in trade in fact boosted rather than undermined
workers'political influence and activism. A respected activist defeated the
regime- sponsored incumbent in the 1976 election for the presidency of
the trade union federation, while candidates belonging to the leftist
Nationl Progeressive Union Party ( NPUP ) won a majority of posts in
the federation’s local elections. ® The federation adopted a resolution at
the end of the year demanding that the government maintain price
subsidies on staples . When state officials ignored the petition and
announced significant cuts in the subsidies, workers in Hilwan walked
out in protest. This industrial action sparked the massive riots that broke
out in the larger cities on 18-19 January 1977. 127

Rioters in the capital targeted shops selling the most expensive and
desirable imported consumer goods. In al- Mansurah, they plundered the
governor s mansion; at al- Minya a textile plant was sacked; in Qina, the
main government warehouse was burned. Equally disruptive
demonstrations occurred in Hilwan, Damanhur, Aswan and al- Suways,
with industrial laborers leading the rioting in each of these cities. o
Labor leaders in Cairo then announced their intention to organize a
national workers' party. At the end of the year, NPUP members from
Cairo, Qina and Isna were arrested for distributing anti Sadat pamphlets
among factory workers in Hilwan. e

In addition to precipitating urban- based class conflict, the contraction
of Egyptian commerce that took place at mid- decade fanned smoldering
urban- rural tensions. Fighting broke out between small farmers and




larger landholders in the delta town of Biyala in early January 1977:
unrest also remained endemic around Dishna in Qina province, where a
substantial rural rebellion had been suppressed in April 1976.%Y In late
June, security forces arrested 243 people from the area around Lake
Manzala in the delta and seized 200 automatic rifles, 25 machine guns
and 50,000 rounds of ammunition. ®" A month later, further arrests were
made and weapons seized both around Lake Manzala and in Qina
province.

E
militant Islamist movement. The great majority of participants and
supporters of this movement grew up in "villages or small towns and

calating urban- rural conflict soon overlapped with the rise of a

were recent comers to big cities when they joined the [militant]
organizations”. ™" One of two groups that fought most actively against
the al- Sadat regime during the mid- 1970s drew its adherents not only
from the smaller towns of Lower Egypt but also from the cities of Cairo
and Alexandria: the other attracted virtually all of its members from the
side. The most notable successor (o these groups,

Upper Egyptian countr
Known as al-Jihad,also drew adherents primarily from the towns and
villages of Upper Egypt. Even the members of al- Jihad who hailed from

greater Cairo came overwhelmingly from the northern suburbs, most of
(34)

whose inhabitants consisted of recent migrants from the countryside.

Differences in their members' geographical origins represented
virtually the only characteristic that distinguished militant Islamist
groups from redical leftist organizations in these years. According to
Saad Eddin Ibrahim, "The only significant difference [between Islamists
and leftists], in the case of Egypt, is a preponderance of those with rural
backgrounds among Islamic militants, compared with a typically urban
background among the leftists.* Ibrahim argues that "the typical recruit
is usually of recent rural background, a newcomer to a huge, impersonal
city. In an earlier time, relatives and fellow villagers would offer the
newcomer a soft landing in the city. This mode of adjustment still exists
for some, but for an increasing number of migrants such mechanisms are
not there. The miliitant Islamic groups, with their emphasis on
"brotherhood" and mutuai material and spiritual support, become the




equivalent of an extended family . This function in particular is not
matched by other , rival political movements".®® Even the less militant
Islamic Groups (al-jama‘at al- islamiyyah) appealed most strongly to
poorer students from the countryside who had moved to the city to study

at the university. "’

1978-80

When foreign trade dropped more sharply after 1978,land and capital
are expected 1o have become even more assertive. Labor by contrast,
found itself at an increasing disadvantage vis-a-vis both the rural and
urban bourgeoisic and the state, whose own fiscal difficulties left it
unable to protect workers'interests. The conjunction of rising opposition
on the part of landholders and capitalists and declining exposure to trade
leads Rogowski to predict that Egyptain socialism should have collapsed
as the decade ended.

Commerce and Coalition once again provides a partially satisfactory
account of developments during the late 1970s. Large landholders had by
this time recaptured a dominant position in Egyptian society. In 1979
“"agrarian interests brought the Minister of Agriculture to announce
compensation of up to LE500,000 for landowners expropriated under the
1969 land reform from a LE79 million fund to be fiananced through the
selling and leasing of this land".“® Thanks to policies such as these,
families whose members had occupied controling positions in the
countryside prior to the 1952 revolution recaptured much of their earlier
wealth and influence.™” By the time of president Sadat's assassination in
October 1981, connections between the central administration and the

agrarian elite had grown too intimate and firmly- established for his
(40)

successor to sever.

Labor remained remarkably quiet throughout-1978-79, but began
once again publicly to criticize the expansion of the private sector in
1980. Egypt's major workers' parties, the Socialist Labor Party and the
National Progressive Unionist Party (NPUP), reported significant
increases in membership during the frist quarter of the year.”" In
addition, the two parties took a more active part in questioning and




protesting government polices both inside and outside parliament . As a
resuit,355 members and Sympathizers of the NPUP were arrested in
September 1980, and 13 of the Socialist Labor Party's 25 delegates to the
National Assembly were expelled at the end of November."?
Meanwhile, the leadership of the state-sponsored Egyptian Worker's
Party found itself pushed by the rank and file to oppose the regime's
stance on a number of domestic and foreign issues; the party's members
used the Israeli raid on Iraq the following June as a pretext for violent
demonstrations in several Egyptian cities. NPUP activists and members

of the Lawyers Syndicate participated in these protests as well. ¥
Nevertheless, class- based conflict proved neither as widespread nor

as threatening to the regime as did the challenges that emanated from

Egypt's militant Islamist movement. Radical Islamist groups initiated a

campaign of violence and harrassment directed against the Coptic

Christian community that eventually led the church hierarchy to cancel

celebrations for Easter 1980 in protsest against the attacks. By early
April, sectarian rioting had broken out at the universities in al- Minya and
Asyut. Some 5000 Islamist students held an anti- regime rally at the latter
insitiution on 5 /\pril.(m Both universities were then closed down for the
remainder of the academic year. Armed clashes between Islamist and
Christian militants spread to poorer districts of Cairo over the following
year, 49!
Reformulating Commerce and Coalitions

Solving the empirical puzzles that are posed by a better- informed
application of Rogowski's framework to the Egyptian case requires a
major reformulation of the conceptual apparatus elaborated in Commerce
ase  appears

and Coalitions. A more satisfactory treatment of this
possible if one differentiates the key factors of land and capital according
to scale, that is, if one distinguishes between large and small landholders
and between grand and petit capitalists. Such a disaggregation turns out
to be crucial for theoretical purposes as well, since it identifies two pairs
of social forces whose political interests diverge sharply with respect to

international commerce.




On the whole, larger landholders are more likely than smaller farmers
to produce cash crops for export. Cash-crop agriculture requires
considerable amounts of capital and entails considerably higher fixed
costs than does production for the local market. At the same time, the
profits that large landholders reap by growing cash crops and selling
them on external markets tend to be relatively great, whereas devoting
their eastates 1o staples production would quickly swamp the home
market, driving prices to untenably low levels.Consequently, larger
landholders can be expected to concentrate on production of crops for
sale overseas.while cultivating intimate ties to the state officials who are
responsible for regulating foreign trade.

Smaller farmers, on the other hand, are more likely to plant their
holdings with staples earmarked for internal consumption. Such crops
generally do not require access to large pools of capital, and they can
often be marketed outside the purview of the central administration.
Concentrating on crops for sale on the home market leaves small-scale
producers exposed to considerable risk, particularly in the absence of
agricultural machinery, fertilizer and other capital- intensive inputs. But
such farmers find themselves unable to cover the costs involved in
gaining access to international markets.

Similarly, grand capitalists tend to become caught up in foreign
commerce , while the petite bourgeoisic remains primarily concerned
with local trade and industry. Large-scale merchants and manufacturers
can afford to take whatever steps are necessary to reduce the costs and
minimize the uncertainties that are associated with their operations. One
way of accomplishing this objective is to adiversify markets and
suppliers as widely as possible. As a result, grand capital soon establishes
regular contacts with a network of overseas buyers and producers. By the
same token, grand capital enjoys the capacity to seek out the most
profitable markets for the items it controls, whether these markets are
located at home or abroad. Moreover, capital enjoys notable economies
of scale, which encourage large-scale merchants and manufacturers to

expand into outside markets whenever.possible.




Small-scale traders and artisanal manufacturers, by contrast, lack the
time and resources that might allow them to deal with more than a
handful of suppliers. In other words, such producers find it virtualy
impossible to obtain the information they would need to trade
successfully on international markets. Consequently, petit capital tends to
remain vulnerable to short- term fluctuations in the market, with even the
most marginal shifts in the cost or availability of inputs having a direct
impact upon its members' livelihoods. It is precisely the unxpected
injection of foreign goods into the domestic marketplace that poses the
greeatest threat to the viability of artisanal enterprises. So it is by

regulating foreign trade that smaller- scale capitalists can make the most

profitable use of their comparatively limited resources.

These assumptions provide the basis for the revised matrix of the
domestic political effects of expanding external trade that is presented as
Figure 1. In cconomies that are rich in land and capital but poorly-
endowed with labor, growing trade leads large landholders to be free-
trading and assertive, but provides relatively few benefits for smaller
Farmers. Grand capital shares the large landholders' free- trade orientation
and assertiveness, while petit capital favors protectionism as a means to
defend its inerests in the face of richer commercial and industrial
competitors. Finally. labor tends to be both protectionist and defensive
Under these ciremstances, the basic societal cleavage is that of class,
accompanied by severe intra- sectoral conflict in urban arcas.

In economies that are poor in land but rich in capital and labor,
expanding trade will push labor to endorse free trade, despite the gains
that grand capital is likely to derive from such a policy. Richer merchants
and industrialists will be somewhat less firmly committed to free trade,

rue

due to their underlying apprehension concerning the benefits that a
(o labor from increases in foreign commerce. Larger landholders who can
afford to use capital-intensive means to work the land may continue to
profit from free trade,but small farmers will tend to favor protectionism
as a way to defend themselves against both the cities and the richer
agriculturalists. Petit capital can be expected to be largerly protectionist
and defensive in an attempt parry simultaneous challenges from grand
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capital and labor. This situation will be characterized by a pervasive
urban-rural cleavage, as well as by severe intrasectoral conflicts in the
cities.

In economies rich in land but poor in capital and labor , an expansion
of international commerce will be enthusiastically welcomed by small
landholders and met with indifference by richer farmers, who ftind
themselves unable to take advantage of increasing trade. Grand capital
can be expected to be firmly protectionist and defensive, while petit
capital tends to advocate free trade in an effort to undermine the position
of its large-scale competitors. Labor can be expected to join grand capital
in adopting a protectionist, defensive orientation. Consequently, the
underlying societal cleavage is urban- rural, with a significant degree of
intra- sectoral conflict in the cities.

Finally, in economies that are poor in both land and capital rich in
labor, expanding trade will generate an assertive, free-trading workers'
movement. Petit capital will drift toward indifference, given its
fundamental conflicts of interest with both grand capital and labor.
Richer capitalists and large landholders can be expected to advance
firmly protectionist positions,while smaller farmers, thanks to their
comparatively low level of capitalization, will be torn between favoring
free trade and advocating protection. The fundamental societal cleavage
will therefore run along class lines, and conflicts among capitalists will
remain muted .

Egyptian politics in the late 1970s

This revised schema provides a more satisfactory account of major
developments in Egyptian politics during the 1970s than Rogowski's
original conceptual framework. The primary beneficiaries of expanding
international commerce - the country's skilled workers -- maintained a
pivotal position within the domestic political arena by acquiesing in the
central  administration's comprehensive program of  economic
liberalization. The initial stages of infitah attracted support from grand
capital and the larger farmers, who immediately took steps to displace
labor as a central component of the post-Nasir regime. Workers found




themselves virtually alone in trying to resist the rising challenge from
Egypt's richer private inerests, given the fundamental indifference of petit
capital and the smaller farmers.

Grand capital and large landholders gained strengh as foreign trade
started to level off during the mid-1970s.Challenges from these two
forces posed an increasing threat to the precarious labor / state coalition
as the central administration found itself unable to pull out of its
spiralling fiscal crisis. When foreign trade collapsed at the end of the
decade. richer capitalists and large-scale landed interests at last
succeeded in forcing the government to abandon Arab socialism entirely.
Urban workers mobilized to protest this policy shift, but they could find
few if any allies among the small- scale tradespeople and artisanal
manufacturers of the cities.

Meanwhile, disaffected laborers from the countryside sweiled the
ranks of Egypt's militant Islamist organizations. These activists won little
support from the country's mainstreams Islamist movement. In fact, the
Muslim Brotherhood refrained from allying either with labor or with the
militants in voicing opposition to the regime . The Muslim Brotherhood's
underlying hesitance to chailenge the government arose primarily from
its petit bourgeois constituents' lack of interest regarding the economic
issues at stake in the conflict. With little or no backing in urban areas, the
rural- based Islamist militants of the late 1970s found themselves
incapable of overthrowing the al- Sadat regime.

Conclusion

Commerce and Coalitions epitomizes the promise of a rigorous,
theoretically- oriented political science: to explain a wide range of
important phenomena with reference to a limited number of
comparatively straightforward underlying factors. By characterizing
countries according to their comparative endowments of land , labor and
capital, Rogowski argues that one can determine not only the most salient
line of domestic political cleavage but also the general direction of shifts
in the relative power among key social forces inside their respective
boundaries. The high level of abstraction at which these predictions are




formulated is certain to obscure of misconstrue the particalars of any
given case. But such faillings are the cost of even the most fruitful
generalizations, and sould rightly be defended against the quibbles of
area specialists.

Nevertheless, Rogowski's elegant three- factor model leads him to
misinterpret the basic features of contemporary Egyplian politics. His
framework's proclivity to distort, almost beyound recognition, the
generally agreed facts of the case casts serious doubt upon its ability to
deal satisfactorily with other cases, such as late nineteenth- century
Germany, whose contours continue to be disputed among experts.‘m
Only by modifying the argument proposed in Commerce and Coalitions
so as to include four additional social forces-the grande and petite
bourgeoisic, large estate- holders and smaller farmers- is it possible to
remedy the book's faulty treatment of this particular case and thereby -
salvage its underlying theoretical project.
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Women in Changing Circumstances

Afaf Lutfi-al- Sayyid Marsot”

Most societies, with very few exceptions, are patriarchal, by which
we mean a preferential differentiation between men and women, that
sometimes reaches the level of discrimination against women. A
patriarchal socicty, such as one in the Muslim world, accentuates two
attitudes by men towards women, one involves the chastity of women
and the other property ownership, both of which are two sides of the
same coin.

Chastity of women involves segregation of the sexes to some
extent, sometimes in extremes leading to isolation in a harem, covering in
various degrecs from a total covering of face and all body parts to
wearing a heuad scarf. It also places women under the tutelage of a male
relative. It differentiates in the kind and degree of education given
women arising from an underlying assumption that too much education
would lead her to committing illegal or illicit acts, or that since she is
destined to be a mere mother and wife it is wasted on her. Thus in
extreme cases such as the Taliban in Afghanistan today women are
immured in households, not allowed to hold jobs or practise a profession,
even when trained professionally, and not permitted an education. In less
extreme societies women are encouraged to acquire an education, and a
profession or a job, and move freely in their societies , with an option in
the way they dress.

While both the extreme and the less extreme Muslim societies claim
they follow the teachings of the Holy Scripture we need to inquire why
then do such differences in societal attitudes exist. This leads to the
conclusion that a society's norms rely on a number of determinants only
one of which is religion. Societies are determined by political conditions,
by economic conditions, by historical events and also by religious norms.

* Professor Emeritus, UCLA. USA.




The key point is to realize that while we are all the result of a long
historical process yet each generation shows changes in attitudes as a
consequence of the interplay of these determinants.

For example. all women at the time of the Prophet Muhammad
circulated freely in their society, while with the coming of the Abbassi
regime in Baghdad and in imitation of Sassanian custom, women of the
ruling families were segregated in harems, which eventually meant being
guarded by eunuchs. Naturally this was only applicable to the wealthy
strata , the rest of society could not afford such luxuries as households
filled with slaves and domestics. Today in most Muslim societies women
are free to move as they please. Yet all these societies followed Muslim
norms, the differences between them being political, economic and social
conditions that result in a diversity in attitudes.

Having gencralized we need to move to specific societies, since each
Musfim society differs from the other. In the case of Egypt and if we are
to examine the first determinant, the political situation, we note that
women in the 18th century had a different standing from women in other
periods. Mamluk, and elite women were segregated and veiled, but not
so the rest of society. Women possessed property, invested in trade and
commerce, bought and sold the very same objects as men, whether it be
iltizams, tax-farms, real estate; shops which produced and sold goods ,
as archival materials inform us. Furthermore women were free to
dispose of that property as they wished, without restrictions save those of
common sense, and were able to protect that property by going to court
and suing at will without benefit of lawyers in the majority of cases.

The latter part of the 18th century was a period when politically the
country was ruled by mamluk amirs who paid little attention to social
norms and who never lasted very long in power. One might say that
apart from the period when Ali Bey al-Kabir was Shaikh al-Balad ,
government was totally decentralized. Was that why women of all classes
were able to participate in economic ventures? The reason is both
political and economic. Because of the fact that no one man was
sufficiently strong to rule the country in a centralized fashion as Ali Bey
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had done, Mamluk beys were constantly jockeying for power. The
duumvirate of two beys, Murad and Ibrahim, ruled together because no
one could displace the other, which resulted in constant skirmishes
between them and tremendous outlay in buying weaponry from Europe
to use against one another and also to finance a luxurious life style.
Worse yet Ali Bey had brought in mercenaries so that the size of the
Mamluk households grew and beys had to find means to pay their
retainers, so tax-farms increased in number but diminished in size. In
short there was a constant struggle to find funds to pay retainers and buy

weapons.
Mamiuk women who inherited property according to Muslim laws, or
even native women of the wealthier strata possessed funds and were thus
able to buy the tax-farms that Mamiuks sold. Thus for the first time
women became multazimat, or tax-farmers for they had ready cash .
Economically the country had its ups and downs, but plagues and
famines having killed off a good one third of the population it allowed
the remainder to pick up the economic slack and make a living. While
traditional trade such as in coffee fell, new kinds of trade, as in food
stuffs, burgeoned as Nelly Hanna has shown in her book on Bulaq. The
grim picture of the economic situation which French sources have given
in the Description de L'Egypte is belied by archival sources. The French
may have wished to down play economic resources as a means of
claiming that their occupation had benefitted the country, when it did the
contrary, or because they came at the end of a period of plagues and
famines, they described a situation of affliction. Nonetheless we know
that trade still thrived, that people bought and sold and women were
among 40% of those leaving property in wills and endowments. This is
not to say thal women possessed even 40% of the total wealth of the
country, but then we have no way of discovering what that was. We have
archival indications that women of all classes, except of course for the
lesser proletariat, owned property. Clearly we cannot venture to say what
percentage of society that was for we have no way of finding out, but
must assume that the larger section of society, whether male or female
did not possess property. Raymond indicates that a good 15% of society




could figure among those we would refer to today as the lumpen
proletariat.

Thus a situation of decentralized rule with those in power busy
outwitting each other, seeking funds, at one time not even paying the
tribute for several years which caused a punitive Ottoman expedition to
come and devastate the country in 1786, allowed for a degree of freedom
of choice in property owning and in the use of wealth in which the
women shared. for of course men also had the same or greater degree of
economic freedom, although when the beys needed funds they imposed
avanias or illegal taxes on the men but not on the women folk, who thus
escaped the greater degree of exploitation by the governing groups.

The second determinant of society. economics, is one that divided
that society into a largely agricultural base and a smaller urban base.
Urban women of the artisanal class worked with their husbands, or on
their own as dallalas, embroiderers. Wealthier ones bought shops and
textile weaving establishments or portions of houses, much like the maies
did. Those women who were wealthier or had connections with the
mercantile elite , they invested in trade and commerce, so we have cases
when 2 Mamluk woman invested in coffee trade, bought shops for the
torrefaction of coffee, then bought coffee houses for the sale of the
product.

While the men of the artisanal strata were gathered into trade guilds,
we have no knowledge whether women were also members of guilds.
Perhaps they were admitted in unofficially, or perhaps were kept strictly
out of the guild system. Nontheless in many of the guilds women were
involved in the production of the goods sold. For instance in guilds
dealing with food production, usually the women prepared the food that
the men sold. Women and men were weavers and both sexes invested in
weaving establishments. Both genders therefore assisted one another to
produce the final product.

In the case of agricultural land we need to realize that land legally was
owned by the Sultan in Istanbul. The myth was that all land was crown
domains. This was then parcelled out and put for auction as tax-farms.
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Whoever got the tax-farm was entitled to collect the taxes, keep a share
for him or herself, remit the rest to the treasurer, and was rewarded by a
parcel of land, usya land, which was tilled free of charge by the fallahin
and on which little or no taxes were paid. In a sense the tax-farmer then
was also an "owner" of the land. The fallahin had the right to till the land,
to plant it as they pleased in whatever crops, their only obligation being
to pay the tax on the land. Here we see that fallahin also were "owners"
of land for they could buy it, lease it, and mortgage it, and pass the right
to till the land to their heirs. The only way a fallah could be dispossessed
of his land was for non-payment of taxes for three consecutive years.

Land usage differed in Upper and Lower Egypt. Lower Egyptian land
was constant in size so that fallahin had what was known as "athariyya
rights" to the same area of land. In Upper Egypt land was dependant on
the rise and fall of the Nile so that in years of low Nile some fallahin had
no land to till for the waters did not reach them . Each year in the south
land was measured and the village head man determined who would till
what area of land which was newly watered or not. So while land was
not, legally speaking, private property it became de facto private
property long before the laws in the 19th century made it legal.

It was during that period of decentralization that tax-farms were being
sold by the military. Up to the 18th century the military were the sole
owners of tax-farms as it was the imperial manner of paying salaries,
but during the latter years we note women, ulama and merchants
becoming tax-farmers . We also note that waqfs were increasing. Wagfs
or charitable endowments held in perpetuity were not taxed, so tax-
farmers hurried to turn land into wagqf to avoid paying taxes. This of
course was itlegal, but became so prevalent that Jabarti claims one sixth
the land of Egypt had become wagf land.

Although women in agricultural areas worked side by side with their
husbands inequity existed for only men could be the ones granted the
right to till the soil, women were a mere appendage. So while men had
the traditional right to till the same piece of land and pass it on to their
male heirs women were not included. In all fairness one must also point




out that younger sons were also not included if the piece of land could
not suffice for several tillers, and they became landless, unless they could
move elsewhere, or marry an heiress whose father had no sons and so the
land passed to the son-in-law. On the other hand women raised poultry
and livestock, carried out cottage industries as did the men for the land
only needed 150 days of work, the rest of the time it lay fallow under
water in part or waiting for crops to be harvested, and they bartered in
the market place. Thus we can say there was a certain equilibrium in the
relationship of the sexes in agricultural land, although the men were more
exploited by the administration than women for they were the ones who
paid the taxes. Whatever profit women made in their endeavours was
theirs to keep.

In that sense a religious norm comes into prominence, for the Quran
specifies that men were responsible for the upkeep of their families, and
women's property was theirs to do with as they pleased. Of course a man
could beat up his wife and take her property or her money, but a village
was a closed place where most people were related and such behaviour
would not have been tolerated by the woman's kinfolk. Because distances
were vast and villages to a large extent isolated from each other,
government intervention was limited save to collecting taxes or imposing
illegal ones. The weekly sugs brought people together from neighbouring
villages, but by and large villages were self sufficient entities.

Society therefore allowed women a certain amount of freedom in
economic terms. The majority of the population worked, while the elites
invested but did not actively produce. The only women who were totally
dependent were women of the lower bourgeoisie who relied on the
menfolk for their support and we'll have more to say about that later.

But if women were free to invest their funds as they pleased, that is
assuming they had funds, or to work at cottage industries or other home
activities, what about social-cum-personal terms? Within the city people
lived in haras which often gathered people involved in the same
profession or in ancillary ones. Raymond points out that they
intermarried within the profession, which makes sense, although I have




found that they also married outside the profession. The hara was an open
place where men and women moved freely, had face to face contacts,
and therefore could , one assumes choose spouses accordingly.

Among the Mamuk elites we know that women sometime chose their
spouses, so the same might have been the case among working class and
artisanal people. Restrictions would have applied to the upper elite of
tujjar and high ulama where virginity in marriage was prized. Amongst
the Mamluks women were usually of slave origin and would sometimes
be married by the owner or given to another Mamluk, who would marry
her. Since the Mamluks did not allow sons of Mamluks to enter the ranks
of the military, they simply sank into society as "Awlad Nas" so virginity
did not seem to matter much and often older women were married by
younger men because of their wealth. Thus chastity did not come into the
picture, save after marriage of course. As a Mamluk often had private as
well as public wealth, it was only the private weaith that was inherited by
a spouse and by children.

On the other hand tujjar and ulama prized chastity and virginity in part
because the sharia predicated the child to belong to the marriage bed, and
wealthy men wanted to be sure that their wealth passed to their legal
heirs, which is why I said that chastity and property were closely bound
together.. Marriage in that milieu was usually between first cousins, to
keep wealth within the family, especially among merchants, or among
close friends and relations. Sometimes , less frequently , ulama married
into the Mamluk milieu, but the norm was that people married within
their professions, especially in that milieu.

Which situation is not unusual even in the present day. Like marries
like, as the saying goes.

Divorce was much freer then that in the 20th century. Furthermore
women could include any conditions they pleased in the marriage
contract, so long as the husband was agreeable. For example a woman
would specify that should her husband take a wife after her she would be
free to divorce him. There was also a condition in the Maliki school of
jurisprudence which specified that a woman could seek divorce on the




basis of darar, and Jabarti cites cases when that condition was used to
effect divorces. It would seem from archival material that women could
divorce when they wished. In the village milieu that would have been
more difficult for frequently the spouses were related and families
intervened, but we also know that women did sue for divorce in all areas
and for a multitude of reasons.

The bottom line then is that women were relatively free to do as they
pleased in the latter part of the 18th century. When the Ottoman
invasion took place in 1786 the Ottomans were shocked at a head gear
that women wore. and tried to prevent them from wearing it but to no
avail. Indeed some of the women even massacred some Ottoman
soldiers, clearly it showed us in the works of Jabarti and Nicola Turc that
the Ottomans were not accustomed to the ways of the Egyptians, which
differed from their own, and yet they belonged to the same empire.

Matters changed radically with a change in style of government and in
means of subsistence during thg 19th century. Women in consequence
lost that relative control over their lives. With the advent of a centralized
government, first introduced by Muhammad Ali and his successors, then
exacerbated by the British Occupation of 1882, patriarchy became more
pronounced.

Muhammad Ali, or waliyy al-niam ,the wielder of bounty, as he was
addressed controlled trade and commerce, turning it into a government
monopoly, which cut out private investors, male and female at least until
the 1840's. Men became salaried individuals working for a giant
bureaucracy, and consequently they received the rewards while women,
who were not employed by the state, save sporadically in factories,
became totally dependent on male wage earners or salaried bureaucrats.
Tax-farms and many waqfs were disbanded so that even that venue was
closed. The only money-makers left open were shops, all of which
radically cut down on women's possibility to make money or earn a
living separate from a male. In the countryside women could still raise
chickens and cows. but no one was allowed cottage industries until the
1840's.




Furthermore men were educated by the state to fit a cog in the
administration while women were left behind in the education stakes. and
therefore became dependent on men for knowledge of the outside world.
Lastly men delayed marriage until they were able to support a wife so
that disparity in ages in marriage became the norm. In the older days
often Mamiuks married wealthy women who were older, or both genders
married at more or less the same ages. An older, more educated husband,
and one who earns the money within the family obviously has a greater
standing and can dominate his younger, more ignorant wife. That applied
to the upper clast and we find that eventually when elite women
inherited property they frequently turned it over to a husband, a brother

or a son.

In the rural milieu men became wage earners, with the izba system,
and women . when they werc paid anything received half the salary of a
man, often for doing the same job. Thus women were peripheralized in
the agricultural areas as they were in the urban ones. When the ruler tried
to fob land onto people who would remit back taxes, women on rare
occasions sought to inherit the right to till the land but only if they could
prove that they were able to cultivate such land. Otherwise large
latifundia were coming into existence, owned by the elite or whoever had
enough funds to buy land, and the peasantry were dispossessed of their
traditional rights, and could be thrown off the land at the whim of the
landlord. However in the early decades of the century , as a consequence
of irrigation improvements carried out under Muhammad Ali more land
was available than peasants, especially as a consequence of conscription,
the rise of industrial elements as well as fand increasingly irrigated rather
than under basin irrigation. Later in the century that was no longer the
case with the increase in population, and the custom of tarahil workers
was introduced where peasants were shunted from over populated
villages to work in under populated areas.

In brief the 19th century saw different phenomena from the carlier
century. Where in Cairo there had been 300 kuttabs before the advent of
the French, which implied that even sons of artisans were taught to read
and write, that diminished radically under new rule, so that both men and




women became equally illiterate in the working classes. Amongst the
elite women were often educated to the extent of having alimas teach
them in the harems, but their movements were more restricted as they
followed Ottoman norms, heavily influenced by the ruling class which
considered itself Ottoman. Later with the advent of the British
Occupation women were encouraged to become educated for a good

reason.

Women form an effective part of the marketplace, they do the buying
and selling of consumer goods and thus they are a most important part of
the market place. To encourage consumer goods brought in from Europe
women were encouraged to become literate in European languages.
Schools were opened and governesses imported to teach the daughters of
the elite French and English to make them prone to buy goods from both
these countries and to encourage them to develop an affinity with Europe
in general. Generations of women grew up knowing a foreign language
better than their own from the time of Huda Shaarawi to my generation.
Men were trained in both Arabic and a foreign language, but in some
insidious way a foreign occupation always put down local civilizations,
religions, mores, customs as well as goods and local products in favour
of those imported.

hions then changed and European style architecture, furnishings,
clothing and even goods were introduced and embraced by the ruling
elite and by the middle classes who hurried to ape them.

Such attitudes, which had nothing to do with religion, but a great deal
to do with politics and economics caused drastic changes in society. To
begin with trade with the Red Sea and the Ottoman countries, was the
norm in the 18th century, when Egypt was an entrepot for goods coming
from the Far East and the Maghreb, and destined for the rest of the
Ottoman Empire. [t is true that trade was beginning to expand with
Europe, but the larger share was within the Ottoman centre rather than
the European periphery.. Under Muhammad Ali trade within the Ottoman
world diminished radically and became overwhelmingly geared towards
trade with Europe.At first Egypt could export cereals and cotton, but in
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due course trade with Europe resulted in more imports than exports, save
for cotton. Secondly massive influx of foreign merchants and
businessmen benefitting from the Capitulations and the Treaty of Balta
Liman caused trade and commerce to fall into foreign hands. The
Capitulations when the Ottomans were a powerful empire only meant
that litigation among aliens was judged in Consular Courts. With the
increasing weakness of the Ottoman empire Capitulations took on the
form of extra-territoriality and the preferential treatment of aliens at the
expense of the local population. The Treaty of Balta Liman, signed by
the Ottomans to get rid of Muhammad Ali specified that all monopolies
were to be removed, and all tariffs, which eroded local industries, then
the treaty allowed an import duty of 5% and an export duty of 12%. This
of course put local producers at a disadvantage compared to foreign ones.
It was only in the 20th century that export duties were raised to 15%
These two treaties managed to destroy industry in the Ottoman empire
and in Egypt, and were eventually to lead both entities into bankruptcy.

Thirdly industries also fell into foreign hands for aliens paid little or
no taxes at all. The only means for Egyptians to make money became
through ownership of land, and there taxes on the lands of the rich were
lower than those on lands of the less rich so that large latifundia
increased while the peasants and the middle classes were squeezed out
with soaring prices of land. When eventually Lord Cromer sold off the
Khedivial lands, to pay off part of the Egyptian Debt , the Daira Saniyya
lands, large parcels of them were sold to foreigners, and only one woman
bought a small parcel of land.

Lastly , as local tastes changed through European influence artisanal
goods were displaced in favour of foreign ones, local suppliers were also
displaced in favour of foreign ones, for example local tailors, shoe
makers, dressmakers, were displaced by Greek, Italian and Armenian
artisans. Local artisans became wage earners working in factories, if they
were lucky. As the economy shifted and fell to foreign hands women
were displaced and peripheralized even more. Those who had worked in
artisanal goods had no takers, for fashions had changed to become a la
Franca, and those who had worked in food production with their




husbands were also displaced. The new venues for labour came in
domestic work. When slavery was abolished under Ismail then women
manned the labour force as domestic servants.

Education changed. Whereas in the past education lay in the hands of
the ulama, Muhammad Ali had sent missions abroad to learn certain
professions, useful for the army and industry, and had instituted
European style schools in Egypt for the military and for medicine.
Kuttabs which, in the past had supplied literacy and were funded by
wagfs, were closed down when the ruler took over the religious
endowments and claimed to subsidize the schools, most of which died
out. Later in the century a few new schools were set up to train the future
administrators and elites in the country, along with an expansion of
foreign schools set up by religious groupings, Catholic, Protestant,
Jewish etc. encouraged by Ismail Pasha.

Under the British Occupation a school for judges was opened and the
Dar al-Ulum,a school for teachers, which siphoned off men who would
previously had gone into the Azhar. The Azhar, which had taught all
professions in the past centuries had retrenched and simply taught some
of the religious sciences.By then the rector had become a government
employee. Even teaching Arabic language which had formerly been the
monopoly of Azharites was now transferred to graduates of government
schools. The medical profession became filled with foreign doctors and
militated against local people who were not allowed into the medical
school unless they were able to pay the fees, and eventually the whole
school was taught in English so that it became an elite establishment
catering to the wealthy, while the rest of society fell by the wayside as far
as medical treatment was concerned. All other education followed suit
and preference was given in the government bureaucracy to foreigners, or
those who spoke a foreign language, preferably English. In a kind of
irony Egyptians preferred to learn French rather than English and indeed
the language of the administration was also French as it was in the
s had to speak French.

salons, so even British officia




All these changes had little to do with religion, although the myth was
that all new laws had to be commensurate with the sharia. The Mixed
Courts were hardly an example of sharia laws since they were
administered by foreign judges and carried out in French, which meant
that all of the lawyers in these courts had to be French speakers. The
Mixed Courts had been set up under the Khedive Ismail to deal with
litigation between aliens and locals, for under the Capitulations aliens
could not be tried in local courts, and were tried in Consular courts which
invariably passed judgement in favour of their compatriots. Thus murder
could be done at high noon in front of a crowd and the murderer was
merely shipped out and returned on the next ship. Thus all illegal trade,
prostitution, drug smuggling etc. was in the hands of foreigners who were
not subject to Egyptian Jaw, and paid none of the taxes.

The essence of colonialism is an unequal system of power where one
side possessed absolute power and the other was powerless. Where the
culture, religion and mores of one side were met with contempt by the
other. The British said the Egyptians were uneducated and therefore
deserved to be occupied until taught by their betters, although Cromer
believed the world was composed of those created to rule and the
"Subject Races" were to be ruled, he said that you could not make " a
silk purse out of a sow's ear” , and that education only turned Egyptians
into uprooted beings, which was about the only true thing he said.
Because foreign education unless accompanied by strong doses of local
culture and respect for it is bound to educate dislocated humans who
despise their culture and people and look up to the foreign dominator,
The outcome is that colonialism invariably breeds nationalist movements.

Women were also a target of colonial contempt for the Egyptians were
told that their women were uneducated and so would raise uneducated
children. Perfectly true. But education as far as the colonizers were
concerned meant education in European training. Anything Arabic was a
source of denigration, which again created a resurgence of Arabic
literature, especially poetry .




Women had been peripheralized by their own people during the 19th
century but became even more peripheralized within their society by
foreign education. However that only applied to elite women. Women of
other classes remained as ignorant as the males until education in the
20th century became open to all citizens. Because the economic situation
had worsened for locals because of foreign competition, women were
encouraged to stay at home marry and have children. Agriculture,
especially of cotton, is labour intensive so peasants were encouraged to
have children . With new medical practices, beginning with vaccination
under Muhammmad Ali, the introduction of sewage and running water,
health standards were raised and children did not die off as rapidly as
they had done in previous centuries, thus the population grew apace

while means of livelihood diminished.

The 20th century brought in further changes. The nationalist
movement had grown rapidly and had won the adherence of the rural
milieu which had suffered during the war years. The fallahin, during
World War | had been conscripted to dig ditches in Palestine for the
British army, their beasts of burden confiscated for the army, feeding the
British army diminished food supplies and raised prices of food until
food riots broke out. The entire population rose to support the Wafd's
demand for an independent Egypt. When the men were imprisoned by
the British the women took over. They carried out a boycott of British
goods, they passed leaflets and memos right under the noses of British
soldiers searching trains, they coordinated demonstrations, and
eventually they too demonstrated in the streets. These were women of all
classes , rural and urban, united behind the movement. Eventually, once
the hubbub had abated with the unilateral declaration of Independence
issued by the British and with the election of the first constitutional
parliament, the efforts of the women turned to other matters.

Throughout the ages Muslim women had been involved in
endowments for charitable works. It is part of the Muslim ethos to give
sadaqa, not only zakat, and women had always done so. In the 20th
century women took to doing sadaga in a more practical manner by
creating social services. They founded the Mubarra, and the Red
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Crescent which supplied medical assistance to the needy. Indeed after
half a century the Mubarra had built up 2 million hospital beds
throughout the country, aside from dispensaries in villages. The women
knew they would not be allowed an involvement in political life, so they
took over social services. Orphanages, asylums for the blind, schools etc.
were undertaken by women's organizations. When in 1948 the army went
to war they appealed to the women's organizations to create a nursing
corps, later on with more wars they asked them to create rehabilitation
centres for the war wounded.

Having come out of isolation as a result of the nationalist movement
and their activities in it elite women began to demand equal education.
The mass of the population demanded fair treatment in industry, and it
was in the thirties that women in factories were given legal protection
from exploitation and limited to an 8 hour day. After the Second World
War education was made free for all citizens, and schools opened for
girls and boys. Eventually the university was made free of tuition and
education increased. However that did not mean that jobs increased
accordingly and in the mid-century we witness the unemployment of the
educated. This too militated against women's seeking employment in
other than limited venues. For instance the school of engineering was
closed to women until the Revolution of 1952. Women in the medical
school were limited to gynecology and pediatrics. To date there is no
woman surgeon, but there are mechanical engineers and electrical
engineers.

The greatest boost given to women was the 1952 revolution. The laws
for graduating from a high school were changed to allow people to sit for
exams after having left school to get married, and students were allowed
into the university with little or no barriers. There we witness a strange
phenomenon for in the late fifties and sixties at dinner parties you would
see groups of men discussing the high cost of living and problems of
work while women were discussing scholarly subjects, having recently
entered universities. Often mothers and daughters were together in the
university, and once they had graduated they were promised positions by

the administration.




As time went by women began to replace men in certain professions.
The first woman taxi driver was a widow who needed to support her
children and the male taxi drivers were supportive. Soon other women

entered the profession. Women, who in the past had been shop as nts,
began to open shops of their own. Women entrepreneurs appeared. The
amazing thing is that most of the top entrepreneurs in Egypt today are not
university educated women, although some of them are, but are women
who learned to do by doing. Many were young widows who needed to
support children, or women who had helped their husbands in their work
and then took over and expanded. Women became involved in textile
production. and in the clothing industry and setting up franchises. Indeed
over time women became involved in almost every kind of industry.

One eclement where working class women shone was in the grey
market. In the past women had always bartered in the sugs and the
market place. They had been involved in cottage industries, and in selling
food. This had never ceased. Today the grey market has grown to rival
the official market as more and more women from all classes became
involved in earning a living, in importing goods, catering, hairdressing,

dressmaking, selling items of all kinds.

With the advent of an open market women were needed in banks,
insurance companies, offices which needed secretarial and administrative
help, and in the government bureaucracy. Where under Nasser the first
female cabinet minister was named to the ministry of social services,
today they are in various other ministries. Women have risen in the
cadres to become permanent under-secretaries and in the government
they are paid the same salary as the men within the same cadre.

Women are to be found in almost equal numbers as men in the
universities as students and as professors, although to date there has not
been a woman rector, but there have been several deans of colleges.

To sum up then today a woman can enter almost any profession she
pleases. However along with the education of women , which still falls
far short that of men , and women's involvement in the work place, be it
industry or office, there has grown increasing resentment on the part of
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men. Workers in industry will not allow women into their trades union.
They complain that women accept lower wages and so undercut men.
Employers prefer hiring women whom they consider more docile , less
prone to complaining and more hard working. The rivalry between men
and women is exacerbated as standards of living rise and demands for
two family salaries become the norm,

The religious movements that have arisen encourage women to stay at
home and have children , the role for which they are told they have been
created. Women have always been the caretakers often looking after their
children and elderly parents, which makes life difficult if the woman
needs to work as well to defray the family's expenses. A dilemma for all
concerned. Also with rising populations jobs become limited, with
resulting unemployment.

During the sixties with the oil boom men went abroad to oil rich
countries and remitted funds back home. It is said that 11 billion were
remitted yearly. This encouraged a lot of activity in the market place,
much of it in consumer goods, a negative for a country which did not
produce much for export. Women then took on a new role, that of head
of the household. With the husband away and returning home once a year
with gifts for everybody, the woman had to discipline the children teach
them, clothe and feed them, fix what broke in the house, pay bills, etc. do
all the work that previously had been shared by two. She acquired a
degree of independence that she may not have had in the past and grew to
enjoy her ability to do as she pleased. Naturally her dual job was onerous
but no more so than any single mother. The man, on returning on a
holiday wanted to rest, be pampered and not faced by a horde of
problems. To the children he was an almost irrelevant sugar-daddy who
came bearing gifts, and left. They resented his attempts at discipline,
having become accustomed to the mother in that role, and the husband
often did not care to discipline them. Whatever the situation the bond
between father and children was weakened by the father's absence, and
often the bond between the spouses also weakened. The husband resented
the wife's independence and ability to take decisions without consulting
him, while the wife resented his coming home just to be pampered. Such




situations destroyed the fabric of family life with the loss of a male figure
in the family as a role model, unless it be that of an elderly grandfather.

Once the oil boom ended Egyptian workers were forced to return
home to measly salaries and to families who complained because the
bonanza had dried up and all the goodies they had enjoyed were now
curtailed. That situation also encouraged a feeling that women should
stay home and not take jobs away from the men. To make that attitude
more palatable it was wrapped in religious rhetoric, that woman's role
was to procreate and not to lay "herself open to insult by working in the
market place”. Which raises the question of why she should be insulted
in the market place? The answer of course is that she is regarded as a sex
object.

To avoid that slur women have taken to wearing what they call
Islamic dress, which is a modest one that covers the outlines of her body
down to the ankles and with a scarf or veil covering her hair simply
showing her face and hands. A hadith is then adduced to justify such
clothing. The style is one that is useful in a country where the poor far
outnumber the rich and where changes in fashion and make-up place a
heavy burden on the family purse. That dress allowed lesser outlay on
clothing, hairdressing, and make-up. It also allowed women to send a
message that they were devout, upright women and not open to
suggestive approaches. Indeed it allowed those who had never worked
outside the house to venture into jobs, fecling they are covered from any
"insult" by men.

Other women see that clothing as a slight to women and claim that
there is little Islamic about such dress. But if women wish to dress
modestly that is a personal choice. As Shaikh Tantawi once said in a
public lecture the women who is veiled is not necessarily better than the
woman who is not.

Thus while economic freedom of choice is the norm among women ,
laws of divorce are still unchanged. Where in the 18th century women
had the freedom to write what they please in a marriage contract, so long
as the husband agreed to such terms, they became legally binding.
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Women could scek divorce much easier citing darar. Today the marriage
contract leaves little room for putting in conditions, and women often are
unaware that legally they are permitted to do that. Indeed when Rifaa
Rafi al-Tahtawi's marriage contract was published in al-Ahram women
were surprised 1o see that he undertook not to marry a second wife. A
new law has granted women the right to divorce even against the
husband's wishes, but she forfeits many of her financial rights, such as
the back dowery and gifts given by the spouse. There are still ways to go
to reform attitudes towards divorce to make it more equitable between
the sexes. The Prophet of God allowed a woman to divorce her husband
for no reason save that she did not find satisfaction with him, today
women have (0 go (o court to sue for divoree, because men have laid out
new conditions for that.

What is necessary is for women to decide what it is they want and to
go ahead and do it. Nobody is going to agitate for womens's rights save
women, and no man is going to do much for women's rights so long as
women remain ignorant of their rights or indolent towards abuse.
Bringing in religious arguments by both sides is one side of the battle but
the real determinants are the economic and political conditions of that
society, and it is these conditions that need to be changed before change

occurs in the role of women and their conditions.
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